
 
 
 

 
SCRSC Behaviour Management Policy 

 
 
In consultation with the QRYA, and in preparation for the 2025 Eddie Cowell Perpetual 
Trophy Regatta, a SCRSC representative Race Committee met to discuss Behaviour 
Management of sailors in competitive Regattas at the Club. 
 

It was decided that the RRS 2025-2028 already has the rules in place for the fleet to self-
manage behaviour, and if required, a committee (as defined in RRS) to impose on the 
spot penalties, and/or protest the individuals causing issues. 
 

Specifically, RRS rules, 2, 69, 76, E6.2 cover the requirements.  18.2 of the ARYA Sailing 
Instructions covers the ability for the RO to offer a 720 turn penalty for rule 2 
infringements. 
 

The QRYA Race Management Guidelines are also referenced. 
 

PRIOR to an event, the organising authority may consider the exclusion of a competitor: 
Reference: (RRS 76, NoR 3.1) 

• RRS 76.1 details when a competitor entry may be rejected and the procedure to 
be followed. In addition, the ARYA Notice of Race states entry will be denied to 
anyone who has been expelled or is currently serving a suspension from the 
ARYA (Inc) or any state or territory RC sailing association affiliated with the ARYA 
(Inc). 

• The Race Committee must consider taking any action to reject a competitor 
carefully. This should be done at the time of entry and well prior to the 
competitor arriving at the event. 

 
Protest By The RO: Reference: (RRS 60.2, E6.2) 
As a general rule, a RO should not get involved with inter- boat issues, these should be 
left to the skippers to resolve. The RO should limit his protests to incidents he/she 
observes where: 

a. the offending boat gains an unfair advantage on a significant number of 
competitors. 

b. there is a gross infringement of the rules or. 
c. a contact called by the RO/Observers have not been resolved. 

 

Bad behaviour, unsportsmanlike behaviour and any form of abuse can constitute a 
“gross infringement” of rule2 
 
Unless a SI has extended the powers of a RO, his ability to take action which will worsen 
a boats score is limited to situations were a boat does not start or finish correctly. In all 
other cases, action which may worsen a boats score can only be taken by a Protest 

 



Committee. The general principle which should be followed by the RO is: NO SCORING 
PENALITY TO BE IMPOSED WITHOUT A PROTEST HEARING 
 
Under 18.2 of the standard ARYA Sailing Instructions, the RO may reprimand an 
offending member or may offer a competitor or competitors a two turns on the spot 
penalty to avoid a protest hearing, however the RO is not obliged to make this offer nor 
is a competitor obliged to accept it, in which case the RO is to protest the boat and a 
protest hearing shall proceed. 
 
Under current QRYA guidelines, the current method for an RO to signal a 720 turn for 
bad behaviour is to clearly announce as below. 
 

 
 
A behaviour penalty does not imply that a boat was at fault in a particular incident, only 
that his behaviour was unacceptable. This penalty does not prevent a skipper from 
protesting another boat under the relevant rule of the RRS. 
 
The RO may deem the offending skipper’s actions a breach of sportsmanship or 
misconduct and apply the relevant rules. These may include initiating a rule 2 protest or, 
depending on the severity of the offence, form a protest committee to determine if a 
rule 69 hearing is appropriate. 
 
Following the imposition of any on-the-water penalty, the RO is to critically observe a 
competitor’s continuing behaviour. Any escalation of misconduct, poor sportsmanship 
or dissent will be penalised again as a separate incident. 
 
The current proposal by the SCRSC is to emphasise the RO Behaviour Penalty call by 
adding the use of yellow and red cards. 
 
The first yellow card issued to a skipper will require an immediate 720 turn.  A second 
yellow card issued to the same competitor will instigate an RO protest to go to the 3 
member Jury.  This protest will be a Rule 2 protest, and the penalty may be a score of 
DNE (Disqualified Not Excludable) for that race. 
 
A third incident will be a red card, which will be a further rule 2, where the Jury may 
consider a rule 69 report. 
 



Under this Behaviour Management Policy, a series of incidents may unfold as follows.  
NOTE – this does not change any RRS or SI’s, we are explaining what to expect as a 
series of infringements occur. 
 
The RO Protests will go to Jury and handled by the Jury. 
 
Behaviour Incident one with boat 56 
(a YELLOW card may be displayed) 

 
 
Behaviour Incident two with boat 56 
(a YELLOW card may be displayed) 

 
 
Behaviour Incident three with boat 56 
(a RED card may be displayed) 

 


